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GENTLEMEN, 


WHEN ve urge the explanation of an unpleaſant ſubje& with too 
much energy, we not unfrequently produce ill humour. Although I 
may not dread the diſpleaſure of Mr. C——, and perhaps like the 

wanton School-boy may be curious to ſee the manner in which it | 
would diſplay itſelf, I am yet unwilling to ſpoil his conviviality, and 
therefore addreſs myſelf to you. For what may diſguſt him as dull 
and uſeleſs repetition, . you may regard as candid informatiog, and 
where I ſhould certainly meet his, curſes, I flatter myſelf I ſhall merit 
your thanks. Since I have introduced myſelf to the public, as you 
may well ſuppoſe, I have not been careleſs in enquiring my character. 


B By 


(4): | | + 


aw 


By one I am extolled as a man of ſpirit, by another traduced as a 


ſcurrilous libeller; one while my ftyle is commended as bold and 


manly, again condemned as groſs and defamatory. The ſubjects of 
my accuſation I ſhall leave you to examine; with regard to the praiſes 
which I have obtained, I ſhall obſerve, that he deſerves no credit for- 
his ſpirit, who expoſes himſelf to no dangers ; nor can he fail to ex- 


preſs himſelf in the ſtyle of freedom, whoſe words are the language 
of Truth. 


After collating the different accounts, and it muſt be allowed that no 
one has received them ſo various, and ſo oppoſite as myſelf, I muſt 
confeſs, that my reception appears to me extremely favourable to Mr. 
C——., It may be, however, that my vanity leads me to aſſign 
other reaſons, rather than any deficiency in the cauſe or the advocate, 
From the Senior Members of this Society, I at firſt. expected every 
thing in my favour, which ſpleen and envy could effect. For not- 
withſtanding they are celebrated for apathy, I am afraid theſe paſſions 
will be found by no means inactive in a monaſtic life. But a com- 


mon intereſt makes a common cauſe, and when the Defendant is Judge 


a fool only will expect a verdict for the Plaintiff, 


J 


1 


It ſeems that theſe reverend Seminaries were ſecluded from the 
world for the uninterrupted enjoyment of dullneſs and vice. Here 
even youth loſes the virtues which are peculiar to its conſtitution, and 
you will ſeek in vain for that quick ſenſe of injury and oppreſſion, that 
enthuſiaſm in the defence of virtue, which ſo ſplendidly diſtinguiſh the 
dawn of manhood. We may, indeed, ſometimes attempt to ſeize the 
ſpirit of Athenian liberty and transfer it to ſubjects more adapted to 
the cold and unintereſting reſearches of an Antiquarian than to the 
vivid eloquence of Truth and Freedom. But in ſubjects of modern 
date, which immediately affect ourſelves and our ſocieties, we are 
ordered by our Seniors to forget the exiſtence of an Athenian, and 
remember the obedience of a Monk. Ages here paſs away for the 
moſt part in laviſh filence, or if any ſtriking example of depravity 
ſhould provoke our reproaches, we are always careful to utter them 
where they can have no effett, like the peeviſh exclamations of chil- 
dren who dread the chaſtiſement of their nurſes. That novelty then, 
which I fooliſhly eſteemed worthy of praiſe, ſupplied to my fellows no 
ſmall argument for my condemnation. To myſelf indeed I ſeemed 
laudably employed in proving that the Liberty of the Preſs might 
oppole even the dogmas of an Univerſity, and that the Tutor of an 
Univerſity, and that the Tutor of a College, were not leſs amenable to 


the judgement of the public, than the Prime Miniſter of Britain, But 
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I was miſtaken, it ſhould have been remembered that the flaves of 


Deſpotiſm abhor the votaries of Freedom. 


Another reaſon, which will be more eaſily admitted than either of 
the former, ariſes from the partial knowledge with which the caſe was 
generally underſtood, in conſequence of which the injuſtice of Mr. 
Ces appointment was conceived to be the object of the letter, and it 


was fairly objected, that defamation was ſubſtituted for argument. 


When I diſmiſſed my former Letter I did not think myſelf at liberty 


as to the full communication of facts; and beſides, as I intended it 


more particularly for the peruſal of Mr. C- I was perfectly 


ſatisfied that a word to the wiſe was enough, otherwiſe the public 
would have received a candid ſtatement of the caſe. They would 
then have been convinced, that any ſtrictures upon the meaſure itſelf 
muſt be of a prefatory nature, and that the tyranny with which it 
was ſupported was the ſubject of my invective. They would then 
have ſanctioned my opinion, that the oppreſſion needed only to be 


recorded and reproached, and that any laboured expoſition of its 


evil conſequences, would be an affront to Academicians ſo well verſed 


in the theory of morality. 


It 
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It muſt be allowed, that if che caſe is conſidered abſtractedly, Mr. 
C0 might have erred with the pureſt intentions. But from the 
peculiar complexion of the preſent inſtance, I was induced to in- 
finuate, that his virtues could not be of the moſt active diſpoſition, 1 
even expreſſed my compaſſion for his frailty, but although compaſſion 
and contempt are ſo cloſely united, the reſpectable character which he 
has hitherto ſupported removed him from the latter. To appoint a 
young man, * ſcarcely liberated from his pupilage, in contempt of men 
who had given the ſtrongeſt teſtimonies of their knowledge, who had 
acquired reſpe& from their long reſidence, and whoſe conduct is 
generally received as unexceptionable, muſt be excuſed by an exceſs 
of candour, of which I conſeſs myſelf not poſſeſſed. But Mr. C——— 
may perhaps, from an intimate knowledge of the ſubject, be enabled 
to detect vice in its moſt ſecret form. From the lighteſt eruption he 
can determine the diſorder, and where the ſimplicity and ignorance of 
virtue would accept with the utmoſt confidence, Mr. may 
reject with the fouleſt ſuſpicions. Upon application for a diſcuſſion 


of the caſe Mr. C——— replied in the following terms, that © No time 


This Gentleman is acknowledged to be a young man of ſingular ability and exemplary 
morals, He muſt excuſe the manner in which he is here introduced, ſince it includes a fact, 


the omiſſion of which materially affeAs the ſtatement of this particular caſe, 


& © was 


0 18 4 

« was agreeable to Mr. C-—— to hear any thing on that ſubjeQ— 
s if he meant to ſolicit it as a favour he was too late—if he meant to 
et demand it as a | right, he muſt apply to the Maſter and eight 
„Seniors.“ I pity the heart and underſtanding of that man who can- 
not comprehend in its full force the malignity of the ſarcaſm included 


in the firſt line of this reply; and now he is acquainted with the ſource 


of my indignation—I deſpiſe his prejudices, who will not pardon in 


me the vehemence of reproof. I will not ſearch for an invidious com- 
| pariſon, the native benevolence of kings forbids it to be found "A 
the annals of royalty. The inſolence of a favorite may perhaps 
ſupply a parallel expreſſion of conſcious ſecurity, and lordly con- 


tempt, | . 


In Mr. C—— I mourn that our Society muſt now loſe a 


charater of no ſmall eſtimation, and I will do him the juſtice to con- 


feſs, that our ſtock of reputation is not of ſufficient magnitude to bear 
the loſs. without a ſenſible injury. I ſhall, however, conſole myſelf 
with the unfeigned piety of a Ramſden, and the active integrity of 


a Jones. F rom the total abſence of other lights, theſe are rendered 


highly conſpicuous. 
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T have acknowledged candour, generoſity, good 


: 


In Mr. C 
humour, learning, abilities, and a whole catalogue of virtues, which 
amply qualify him for the honourable office he poſſeſſes. Why is he 
not then perſe&t? But alas! when IIook for his judgement and his 
reſolution, I am perſuaded, that if he ever poſſeſſed thele virtues, like 


3 angels they have changed their nature, and that I may do no 


violence to the common underſtandings of men, I muſt now term them 


| partiality and oppreſſion, Were I to employ the indiſeriminate abuſe 


of a libeller, I ſhould tell him that the agency of thele evil qualities 
would totally obliterate his virtues; but I truſt I am by profeſſion no 
leſs a philoſopher than a libeller, and it does not eſcape me, that he 
mult be a notorious villain, infamous by the repetition of his crimes, 
whoſe virtues will not meet attention—Mr. C———s I am far from 
neglecting, they excite in me the moſt jealous apprehenſion leſt they 
ſhould operate too forcibly for the intereſls of juſtice, and confer re- 
ſpe& even on his vices. (Had I ſaid faults he might have thanked 
me for a compliment, which the moſt lively zeal of friendſhip could 
not have improved). But this I conſider as an additional argument 


in ſavour of this appeal to the public. There are many of his bro- 


| thers, who, had they purſued the ſame meaſures, would have rendered 


it perfettly uſeleſs. Their names would have ſufficiently reproached 


their conduct, and every invective would have been ſuperfluous. The 
| public 


public may, no doubt, | conclude that Mr. C = conduct is influ- 


enced by ſome ſecret principles of rettitude, and it is reaſonable, 
either «bat their ooncluſions ſhould be confirmed, or that the falſity 
of the premiſes, from whence they were deduced, which I conceive to 
depend upon the perfe& integrity of Mr. C——, ſhould be fairly 


confeſſed, He may. imagine that any attention to an anonymous 


Undergraduate, who has ſo well proved his title to the ſignature, by the 


rer 


weakneſs he has diſplayed as a writer, may diſgrace the dignity of 

N his pen. But let him remember that the corrupted prophet was ad- 
moniſhed by an aſs, and eſcaped deſtruction. Silence may ſometimes 

create ſuſpicions of guilt, and even admitting the plea, which excuſes 

Mr. CO perſonal appearance, it ſeems ſtrange that ſome one of 

| his friends, who may ſhare the ſmalleſt portion of thoſe claſſical: abi- 
lities, which ſo much honour our Society, does not ſtep forward and 


lift his ponderous arm to cruſh the waſp which diſturbs him with its 


| | impertinence; yet let him beware leſt he be ſtung in the attempt. The 
| teſty animal he ſo deſpiſes, fears not the wit and ſophiſtry which 
ſeldom fail to be engaged in defence of a bad cauſe, nor will he be 


Alow to acknowledge the conviction, which is generally enforced by a 


8 good one. But unfortunately for Mr. C , the charge againſt him 


is not of an equivocal nature, and if the reply as ſtated in this letter 
was returned, it will be difficult to ſuggeſt any thing in arreſt of 


judgement, 


F 


judgement. An ingenious friend may indeed refine its meaning till 
it means nothing, but thoſe who have no friendſhips to influence their 
opinions are ſenſible that it means at leaſt a moſt indecent refuſal of a 
juſt and neceſſary requeſt, Him, who diſdains to acknowledge himſelf 
reſponſible to thoſe, whom his conduct materially concerns, the moſt 
remote order of ſociety are bound to oppoſe as openly defying all 
moral obligation, and claiming an independent exiſtence ; and although, 
when Tutor of a College, he. confines himſelf to 1 ſarcaſtic rebuke, 
they may ſhrewdly ſuſpect, were he a monarch enraged by ſimilar de- 


fires of remonſtrance in his ſubjects, he would decimate a world. 


When Mr. — to deceive and dared to inſult, he became 
the object even of my indignation. Nor is it of that paſſive kind 
which exhauſts itſelf in petulant complaints, theſe I leave to thoſe 
whom prudence and fellowſhip may have taught to conceal the honeſt 
emotions of their hearts. I will myſelf ſeek every redreſs which can 
be obtained againſt an unjuſt exertion of power, and if the groveling 
courteſy of Cambridge does not ; prevent me, I will ſtamp it ith « a 


mark of laſting infamy. 
Yours, 


With all pibinifion, 
AN UNDERGRADUATE, 


#* * 
One 
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